Dear Hope Community Church Family,

Did you know | have a garbage room named after

me? Yep! It's true! Some people have the honor of

having their names on such prestigious buildings

as libraries and hospitals, but few have their name

S

painted on the door of a garbage room. (For me,

THE BRIGHT SPOT

this somehow seems appropriate.)
(Hmmm.... Maybe this was a sign of
things to come. After all, at Hope we
have often used Dr. Enrique Cepeda’s
quote, “Send us your garbage.”)

During the Summer of 1980, | was
the dishwasher in an old lodge at Sun-
rise in Mt. Rainier National Park. Being
a dishwasher was fine with me be-
cause it was my ticket to live in such a
beautiful mountain setting. It provided
a room, free meals, glorious views,
and one free day a week to explore
our side of the mountain.

I didn’t mind washing dishes and, in
fact, | made it my goal to have the
cleanest pots and pans our chef had
ever seen. Besides, working with in-
animate objects (which were unable
to hold conversations) was fine with
me! Actually, | had better conversa-
tions with those pots than some con-
versations I've had with people.

Also, as part of my duties, | was as-
signed a regular rotation in cleaning
the garbage room. | must admit, | was
not too thrilled with this particular
duty, but somewhere along the way |
asked to take on the fulltime duties,
and also decided that garbage room
was going to be the cleanest it had
ever been.

So | cleaned up! | would make sure
the garbage was all properly
bagged, I'd mop the floors, and |
even went so far as to leave tiny,
handwritten notes to the mice inform-
ing them not to mess up my room.

There's also something else you
should know: In this old lodge there
was a long standing tradition of nam-
ing things in the building after interest-
ing characters who had worked there
in the past. Such as, the old commer-
cial dishwasher was named “Carl”
and the boiler was called “Bertha.”
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On one of my last day’s the man-
ager took us all out on the back porch
and unveiled the newly painted gar-
bage room door on which was writ-
ten... “Steve.” | was and am honored.

Jesus said, “Well done, my good
servant!' his master replied. ‘Because
you have been trustworthy in a very
small matter, take charge of 10 cit-
/es.” (Luke 19:17)

The Apostle Paul said, “Whatever
you do, work at it with all your heart,
as working for the Lord, not for men,
since you know that you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord as a re-
ward. It is the Lord Christ you are serv-
ing.” (Colossians 3:23-24)

The Garbage Man,

e

Pastor Steve
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STORIES OF FAITH, HOPE andLOVE

The Hope Prayer Chain has been taker for their mother for when she brothers and sisters in Christ,” Janie

very busy lately. From health issues to
unemployment many Hopesters, as
well as friends and family members of
Hopesters, have been experiencing
difficult times. But God is hearing the
prayers for these people.

Recently two sisters, Janie Amann
and Nancy Jeter, turned to the Hope
prayer chain for help when their eld-
erly mother, Elberta McElhaney, was

returned to her home in the Andover
Court Assisted Living Center. As a re-
sult of the prayer request, several
Hopesters contacted the sisters to
offer their services. Eventually, a care-
taker was found, and now the sisters
are praying that their mother’s condi-
tion will improve as she returns to her
normal environment.

“l cannot tell you how encouraging

wrote recently. “I look forward to
meeting you and ‘the family’ if not in
Andover, when we have that great
and glorious meeting in the sky.”

Janie also said their mother loves
visitors and to make new friends.
“Thank you so much for all your care
and consideration. Words are not
available to tell you thank you
enough,” Janie concluded.

hospitalized. The sisters, who don’t it has been to know the warmth and

live in the area, needed to find a care- consideration that can only come from

“Until now you have not asked anything in my nafek and you will receive, and your
joy will be complete.”

John 16:24

EVENTS . ..

Women'’s Bible Study June 10-July 23
Anointed Transformed Redeemed - A
Study of David. Childcare provided.
For info: Clara Ashton, 733-6518.

Attendance 6.21.09 Total: 8028% for overlap)
Saturday: 26
8:00- 94 9:30- 457 11:00- 295

“ Summer Blast"-Wednesday Nights,
6:30 p.m., June 24 - July 22. Kids going into
1st - 5th grade. Register in the main lobby.

For info: Pastor Pam Howland, 858-9100. GENERA EXPEDITION

Women’s Wednesday Night Book Club GIVING HOPE

June 24 - July 29, 6:30 p.m. in A-7. Discus-

Join the Multimedia Team/PowerPoint
Skills needed: MS Word, MS PowerPoint,

sion of Jennifer Rothschild's  Seff Talk, Soul Internet and run a DVD player. We will train. WKly Giving $11,222 $1,790
Talk. For info: Jennifer Baysinger, 733-1971. For info: Kathy Bridges, 393-8425. Wkly Budget $19,322 -
YTD Actual $401,110 $75,014

For information about weekly activities visit ouretsite at www.welcome2hope.com

YTD Budget $483,050 -



